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tinned several days separated and unconnected with the left. Upon the 6th an attack of the Kussians upon some villages in which the French had their advanced posts, together with a patrol made by Colonel McDonald, brought on a general action on the right which nearly proved fatal Lieu tenant-Colonel Kempt, who went from Sir Ealph to the Duke with the report, found him at dinner with several of the general officers. He told him that Colonel McDonald and the Kussians were attacked, and that Sir Ralph believed that the enemy was meditating a general attack. No notice seemed to be taken of what he said, and Colonel Kempt was invited to sit down. Fortunately the enemy had no intention to attack. The action thus brought on without design on either side lasted till dark, when the troops on both sides retired, the loss being pretty equal on both sides. It fell particularly upon Major-General Hutchinson's brigade ; he was himself wounded in the thigh. A battalion of the 4th Regiment was almost entirely taken prisoners.
"Upon the night of the 7th the whole army retreated to their former position behind the Zype Dyke. A few days afterwards an armistice was agreed upon, which terminated by a treaty, by which the combined army was to evacuate Holland unmolested on condition of leaving the Helder in the state in which it was found, doing no further injury to the country, and returning 8000 of the prisoners then in England. Hostages were given on both sides as securities for the performance of the treaty, and Major-General Knox, who had been employed by the Duke of York to negotiate, was sent as the hostage, and is now at Paris. Upon my arrival in Grosvenor Street I found my mother and sister established in a lodging they had taken for me. By my brother James's care my wounds were completely closed in about five weeks from my arrival. I then left London and came with my father and mother to their house at Marsh Gate, where I still am this 12th December. In a few days I shall join my brigade assembled at Chelmsford. A second battalion of i ooo men has been added to the 5 2nd Regiment, and the King has made me Colonel of it. Major-General Don succeeds me in the 9th West India Regiment.